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B E V E R L Y  D U C K - D A V I S  
MS PTA President

Welcome to the 1st Virtual Convention of the Mississippi Congress of
Parents and Teachers Association, Inc. (MS PTA). MS PTA has served over
112 years on behalf of the children in the state of Mississippi. 

  In an effort to support positive educational experiences within local
communities, MS PTA is reaching out to community leaders like yourself
to gain your support in building and maintaining positive community
relationships. As you are aware the most successful advocacy initiatives
are started at the grassroots level with momentum from local advocates
like yourself. It is our belief that through a combination of national, state
and local PTA resources that we will be able to improve the educational
experiences of our scholars. Therefore, we seek your assistance in
organizing, building and sustaining community relationships through
building a strong PTA/PTSA in your local schools and communities.

  The last 18 months have been challenging for schools, parents and
students across the country. It is our hope that each of you will find some
meaningful and practical information during this event to take back to
your local units to make 2021-2022 your best PTA school year.  Thank you
for honoring me with the opportunity to serve our great organization and
the children of our nation, state and communities.

  In closing, the mission of MS PTA can only be accomplished through the
combined efforts of committed individuals who are seeking to improve
the educational standards in our state.  Please remember this…You are an
important key in the recovery of your communities by supporting
children and their educational success. You are MS PTA…Every child…One
Voice.

                                                 Thank You!!!



Welcome From Convention Chair
 
 

On behalf of the Mississippi Congress of Parents and Teachers welcome to
the 102nd annual Mississippi PTA Convention: “Pathway to Education” 

 
We gather virtually to safely celebrate and continue our ongoing legacy of

102 years of Mississippi PTA advocacy for children across Mississippi. We
are conscious of the issues Mississippi parents, teachers, students, and our

communities currently face. We have developed this virtual convention
with the goal of safely engaging, empowering, informing, and assisting

each of you to be the PTA change factor in your community as we return to
the “Pathway to Education” together.  

 
Collaboration is the heartbeat in all effective PTA relationships, and we

hope what you hear and learn in today’s workshops provides you with tools
to share and take action with your PTA unit.

 
There, being virtual can’t limit the PTA spirit to get ready to learn, connect

and meet some Good Folks from every corner of the state on our PTA
“Pathway to Education”. 

 
I’d like to thank you for spending your time with us over the next few hours

as the start of our year statewide on the MS PTA “Pathway to Education”.
Link your PTA unit and personal Facebook pages to OUR 102nd MS PTA

Facebook page and spread the word about the event on your social media
using #MSPTA2021

 
 

Wish You the Best,
 

Annita Bonner 
 

A N N I T A  B O N N E R
Convention Chair 









EducationSupporters
 



Education Supporters 
 



Education Supporters 
 







AGENDA

Prayer 

Registration  

Call to Order

8:30AM - 3:00PM

MS PTA President Beverly Duck Davis

9:15AM

Dr. C. J. Rhodes, Mt. Helm Baptist Church

MS PTA Convention Chair
Annita Bonner 



AGENDA

Leslie Boggs, National  PTA President

The Honorable Tate Reeves 

National PTA Welcome

Governor of MS 

MS Association of Educators 
Erica Jones, President

The  Honorable  Chokwe Lumumba  
Mayor of Jackson



AGENDA

Voting

9:30AM - 10:00AM

Bylaws 

Officers 

Election Results 



AGENDA

Committing to Compliance in the Local Unit

END-OF-YEAR CLOSING 
BEVERLY DUCK-DAVIS

 Digital Break
10:00AM -10:15AM

10:15AM - 11:00PM

JAMIE FAGAN, PRESIDENT
 FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILTIY AIM

MemberHub
Gena Ward



AGENDA

Pathways to Education Success-Post Covid 19: The New
Normal  

 Digital Break
11:00AM -11:15AM

11:15AM - 12:00PM

CHRISTOPHER ELLZEY, P-LPC
CARES PROGRAM 

Mississippi State University Psychology Clinic

MELANIE WALSH, PHD, LPC-S, BC-TMH
CARES PROGRAM DIRECTOR & CLINICAL SUPERVISOR

Mississippi State University Psychology Clinic



AGENDA

12:00PM - 12:15PM
Digital Break 

DR. CALVIN MACKIE, PRESIDENT/FOUNDER

STEM NOLA

GRETCHEN MITCHELL
 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT EXCHANGE

TENETTE SMITH, ED
 

MS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICER



AGENDA

DIRECTOR OF MEMBER SERVICE AND
COMMUNITY OUTREACH

UNITEDHEALTHCARE COMMUNITY PLAN -MS

12:15PM - 1:00PM

SOUTH PARK ELEMENTARY

JAZZLYN HARRIS, EDUCATOR LIZBETH JIMENA VELASQUEZ

MS HISPANIC ASSOCIATION

OBAMA ELEMENTARY 
RASHAD WILLIAMS, PTA PRESIDENT

Let's Talk Pathways  

KENISHA POTTER, LMSW

DR. C.J. RHODES, PASTOR

MT. HELM BAPTIST CHURCH 



AGENDA

Pathway to Engaging, Educating, and Empowering 
 Families through Mental Health and Physical Health

Pathways

1:15PM - 2:15PM

DR. TIMOTHY QUINN, MD
QUINN HEALTHCARE, PLLC

PERSPECTIVES PSYCHOLOGICAL RESOURCES
DR. SARAH L. MCMURTRY, CLINICAL DIRECTOR

Digital Break 
1:00PM - 1:15PM



AGENDA

Closing Remarks 

2:15PM - 3:00PM



Quinn Healthy Care



Quinn Healthy Care



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

MS PTA BOARD
President

Beverly Duck-Davis

VP of Leadership
Tijuanda Beckworth 

Education VP 
Shannon Gatlin

Treasurer 
Cynthia Wallace

 Legislation VP, Charles Husband

Secretary
Deborah Edwards

Convention Chairperson, Annita Bonner

        Co-Convention Chair           
Tijuanda Beckworth

Jacqueline Hughes
        Co-Convention Chair



Proposed Bylaws Changes
 Article, Section 

Article VIII: Officers-Page 8 
Section 1 

CURRENT VERSION 
The officers of the Mississippi PTA shall be
 a president; three (3) vice presidents: 
vice president for leadership, vice president for 
education, and vice president for legislation;
 a secretary; and a treasurer. 

 PROPOSED VERSION  
The officers of the Mississippi PTA shall be a president; three (3)
vice presidents: vice president for leadership, vice president for
(education) communications, and vice president for
legislation; a secretary; and a treasurer. 

RATIONALE 

This designation aligns with the duties of the office.  



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article VIII: Officers-Page 9 
Section 4 -Item A

CURRENT VERSION 
A. Each officer shall be a member of al1 local PTA
chartered by the Mississippi PTA.

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

To allow for more board member 

A. Eash officer shall be a member of an active local PTA 
 chartered by the  Misssissippi PTA 



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article VIII: Officers-Page 9 
Section 4 -Item B

CURRENT VERSION 
B. No officer may be eligible to serve two consecutive
terms in the same office. 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

To allow for more board member 

B. An officer may be eligible to serve two consecutive
terms in the same office.  



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article VIII: Officers-page 9 
Section 5  

CURRENT VERSION 

Each officer elected at an annual convention shall take
office following the close of such annual convention or
July 1st and shall serve for a term of two (2) years or until
their successor is elected. The vice presidents shall take
office at the close of the annual convention; the president,
treasurer and secretary on July 1st. 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 
The change will allow the officers to close out the school
year and allow the newly elected President to received NPTA
training. 
 

Each officer elected at an annual convention shall take
office on July 1st and shall serve for a term of two (2)
years or until their successor is elected. During an
election year, the newly elected President shall
represent MS PTA at the NPTA Summer Convention. If
for any reason the new President is unable to attend,
the next representative will be chosen in this order of
listing; VP of Leadership, VP of Legislation and VP of
Communications. 



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article IX: Duties of Officers 
Section 2; page 10 – Item A 

CURRENT VERSION 
“In the absence of the president, the vice presidents shall
perform the duties of the president in the order listed: 
A. vice president for leadership, (2) vice president for
education, (3) vice president for legislation. 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

The designation aligns with the job description. 
 

“In the absence of the president, the vice presidents shall
perform the duties of the president in the order listed: 
A (1)vice president for leadership, (2) vice president for
legislation (3) vice president for communication. 



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article IX: Duties of Officers 
Section 3; page 10 –Item C  

CURRENT VERSION 

Section 3. The Vice President of Leadership shall: 
C. perform such other duties as may be assigned by the
president for the promotion of Mississippi PTA activities;

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

Further defines the duties.

“Section 3. The Vice President of Leadership shall: 
C. perform such other duties as may be assigned by the
president for the promotion of Mississippi PTA activities;
such as coordinating all training activities and providing
educational resources for Mississippi PTA. 



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article IX: Duties of Officers-
 Section 4; page 10 – Item A 

CURRENT VERSION 

Section 4. The Vice President of Education shall: direct all
educational activities related to the Mississippi PTA
Bulletin;  

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

Further defines the duties of the position. .

Section4. The Vice President of  Communications shall:
direct all communication activities related to the
Mississippi PTA; to include but not limited to
newsletters, e-Newsletters, website, social media, etc. 



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

 Article IX: Duties of Officers- 
Section 5; page 10 – Item A 

CURRENT VERSION 
A. direct all legislative 

activities; 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

.

 A. direct all legislative and advocacy activities
including but not limited to coordinating Legislative
conferences, and disseminating Advocacy/Legislative
alerts and communications. 

Defines the duties of the VP of Legislation 



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

 Article IX: Duties of Officers
 Section 7; page 12 – Item G 

CURRENT VERSION 
G. submit the books annually for an audit by an auditing
committee selected by the Board of Directors at least one
(1) month before the meeting at which new officers
assume their duties;  

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

.

G. submit the books annually for an audit by an
independent auditor selected by the Board of Directors
and the books submitted by July 15th. 

Reduce conflict of interest 



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

 Article X: Board of Directors
 Section 9 page 13  

CURRENT VERSION 

Section 9. At all meetings of the board, seven (7) members
of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business. 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

.

Section 9. At all meetings of the board, five (5) members
of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business. 

Allows for the conduct of business in the instances
when board membership is too low to meet quorum
requirement 



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

 Article X: Board of Directors 
Added Section 11 page 13 

CURRENT VERSION 

No current Version 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

.

Section 11. Regular and special meetings of the board
may be held by telephone or electronic conference
system that allow all participating members to
concurrently hear and speak to each other during the
meeting. A committee member participating in this type
of meeting is considered to be present at the meeting. 

Allows compliance with Mississippi State law and allows for
the conduct of business.  



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

 Article XII: Committees-page 14 
B. Committee on Elections Section 1 – Item A 

CURRENT VERSION 

Section 1. A committee on elections consisting of five (5),
non-first year members of the State Board of Directors,
shall be chosen by the executive committee at least sixty
(60) days prior to the convention. The chairman shall be a
member of the executive committee. Probationary, first-
year board members shall not be members of this
committee. The members shall be notified of their
appointment to this committee by the president at least
thirty (30) days prior to the convention. 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

.

Section 1. A committee on elections consisting of five (5)
members of the State Board of Directors, shall be chosen
by the executive committee at least sixty (60) days prior
to the convention. The chairman shall be a member of
the executive committee. The members shall be notified
of their appointment to this committee by the president
at least thirty (30) days prior to the convention.  

The changes will allow the board to fill Committee
positions when Board membership is too low to comply.    



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

 Article XII: Committees 
Committee on Nominations 

Page 14- Item B 

CURRENT VERSION 

B. This committee shall be composed of at least one (1)
member from the northern, central, and southern regions
and not more than two (2) members from a single region
for a total of five (5) members. Committee members shall
not be duplicative of the members of the committee on
elections. Probationary, first-year board members shall
not be members of this committee.  

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

.

B. This committee shall be composed of at least five (5)
members of the State Board of Directors. Whenever
possible each region should be represented by one (1)
member. Committee members shall not be duplicative of
the members of the committee on elections whenever
possible. 

To allow members to serve on duplicative
committees if board membership is too low.   

 



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article XII: Committees on
Nominations -Page 14 

Section 2 – Item B 

CURRENT VERSION 

B. Send a list of the nominees to the state office, from
which a copy shall be sent by the State Office staff to each
member of the State Board of Directors at least sixty (60)
days prior to the opening of the convention. A list of these
nominees shall be mailed to local units thirty (30) days
prior to the convention.  

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE .

B. A list of the nominees shall be sent electronically and
or mailed to each member of the State Board of Directors
and local units at least thirty (30) days prior to the
opening of the convention. 

MS PTA no longer has an office or office employee. 
Thirty (30) Days’ notice will allow everyone to receive
notification simultaneously. It will also allow the list
to be sent electronically.    



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article XII: Committees-Page 15 
Section 2 – Item C  

 

CURRENT VERSION 

C. Report to the convention on the first day of the session,
at which time additional nominations may be made from
the floor 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

.

C Candidates who intend to run from the floor must
provide notice to the president and the chair of the
nominating committee of such intentions fifteen (15) days
prior to the date of the first session. 

Allows the Committee sufficient time to verify the
qualifications of candidates running from the floor
that included membership of a local unit in Good
Standing and prior membership on the State Board of
Directors.  
  



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article XII: Committees-Page 15 
Qualifications for Nominations 

Section 3 – Item A   
 

CURRENT VERSION 

A. Only a member of a local PTA/PTSA unit shall be eligible
to hold office in the  Mississippi PTA or any of its divisions. 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

.

A. Only a member of an active local PTA/PTSA unit shall
be eligible to hold office in the 
Mississippi PTA or any of its divisions

Allow for more individual to qualify for elected office
on the State Board of Directors  

  



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article XII: Committees-Page 15 
Qualifications for Nominations 

Section 3- Item B 
 

CURRENT VERSION 
B. Only those who have served on the State Board of
Directors shall be eligible for nomination or election to
office. 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

.

B. Only those who have served on the State Board of
Directors or a current member of an active PTA/PTSA unit
shall be eligible for nomination or election to office. 

Further defines Section 3-Item A  
 
 
 



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article XII: Committees-Page 15 
Section 3 – Item C  

 

CURRENT VERSION 
C. An officer of the Mississippi PTA shall not serve two
consecutive terms in the same office. 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

.

C. An officer of the Mississippi PTA may be eligible to
serve two terms in the same office.  

See Section 5 Under VIII Officers 
 
 

  
 



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article XII: Committees-Page 15 
C- Standing Committees 

Section 2 - Duties 

CURRENT VERSION 
No version 

 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

.

Proposed Additional Section 
D. Meetings of board committees may be held
telephonically or by an electronic conference system that
allows all participating members to concurrently hear
and speak to each other during the meeting. A
committee member participating in this type of meeting
is considered to be present at the meeting  

Allows compliance with Mississippi State law for
committees to conduct business in person and
electronically.

  



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article XV: Convention Page 18 
Section 4; Cancellation of

Convention; Item A 

CURRENT VERSION 
A. In the event of an emergency, epidemic or other
disaster, the State Board of Directors shall have the
authority to determine by two-thirds (2/3) vote whether or
not a convention shall be held. The vote on this question
may be taken by mail in the event a meeting of the State
Board of Directors cannot be held. 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE 

.

A. In the event of an emergency, pandemic or natural
disaster the State Board of Directors shall have the
authority to determine by majority vote whether or not a
convention should be held. The vote on this question may
be taken by mail or electronically in the event a meeting
of the MS PTA Board of Directors cannot be held. All
actions adopted at an electronic or virtual meeting shall
be official actions of the voting body.  

To provide for electronic annual meeting and convention
of Mississippi PTA to conduct affairs of MS PTA when an
in-person convention is not possible. 



Proposed Bylaws Changes
Article, Section 

Article XV: Convention Page 18 
Section 4; Cancellation of

Convention; Item B 

CURRENT VERSION 
B. In the event that a convention is not held, the State
Board of Directors shall plan procedures for conducting all
necessary business by mail which shall include the
elections of officers. 

 PROPOSED VERSION  

RATIONALE .

B. In the event that an in-person convention is not held,
the State Board of Directors can elect to hold its annual
meeting and or convention virtually, if conditions allow,
for conducting all necessary business electronically
which shall include the election of officers. All actions
adopted at an electronic or virtual meeting shall be
official actions of the voting body. 

Allows the State Board of Directors to meet electronically 

  



Thank
You for
Coming

 


